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Why don't kids have their own Big Day Out? Take a cool event and a

great message and maybe they will soon, writes Cath Bennett.
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IWI kids will get their own version of Oouc;roltcyili?”

Big Day Outiftwo New Zealand The July 8 gig
music moguls have their way. atTeleraC.leaLrL
Andy Murnane and Brotha D Pacific Events
recently launched the Pick It Up Centrein

Youth Concert, a gig taking place in Manukau,

nextmonth’s school holidays aimed specifically
alteens and (eaturing the likes of Savage, Che-Fu
and Smashproof.

Andthe pair, who founded iconic record label
Dawn Raid, revealed they are already planning
1o roll the festival out nationwide nextyear and
make it a permanent feature in every school
holiday.

“There’s a lot of music going on in New
Zealand but there’s not enough for the under
18s,” Murnane told the Buzz.

“Most of our shows are for adults in ‘
nightelubs with alecohol, whereas this is strictly
for the youth in a safe environment.

“Wewanted to create an event they can own,
be proud of and feel like it is theirs.

“Wewantitlo be like Big Day Out where
cvery year the kids can count on it happening.”

Murnane and Brotha D had the idea of
creating an event for youngsters last year, but it
wasn’t until this February that they joined forces
with the Pick It Up group to start making their
plans reality.

The organisation was created by the Glass
Packaging Forum and focuses on teaching the
younger generation about recycling and caring
for our environment.

“It was important Lo us to align ourselves with
the right pcople, we don’t want to align oursclves
with something that doesn’t encourage and
positively promote our community,” said Brotha
D, real name Danny Leaosavai’i.

“We knew Che (Fu) was already doing some
work with Pick It Up —and that it was about
keeping Aotearoa beautiful —and we just merged

Auckland, will
be followed by a
second concert
atthe same
venue on
October1.

And next
year the sky’s
the limit.

“We're trying
torollouta
national
programme for
2010 so you can
»Che-Fu expectio seeit
right across the

country,” said Murnane.

“2009it’s all local, we’ve always been about
promoting local artists.

“Butifwencedtolookatinternational acts to
sell outthe Vector Arena then we’ll go that way
—itjustdepends on howitall comestogether.

“Anything is optional, we’ll do the whole
waterfront of Wellington if we can get it!”

Early indications have shown artists are more
than willing to get on board —even taking reduced
fees so tickets are affordable for youngsters —
priced at just$10.

“Everyone jumped straight in,” said Brotha D.

“Smashproof, Che-Fu, Savage - these are all
competing artists but they put their egos aside so
we could getthe best artists whom everyone loves
right now.
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“Everyone is being pretty humble on this, they
see the longevity in it.

“It’s a cool event and there’s a great message
bchind it.”

Headliner Savage, whose debut single Swing
has sold almost two million copies in the US, has
ensured he’s back in the country for the event.

“I'm looking forward to performing at the Pick
It Up Youth Concert in my home town of South
Auckland,” he said.

“It’s a great event for our youth and the line-up
of performers is first class.

“Che-Fuis apersonal friend of mine and we
haven’t shared the stage together for some time.

“It’s an eventnot to be missed!”

There’s a lot

of music
going on in New
Zealand bhut there’s
not enough for the
under 18s

Andy Murnane

kBrotha D and
Andy fiurnane
are the driving
force behind
Pick It Up.

This press clip was produced under licence and a copyright fee paid. If you intend to copy this clipping (including

digital conversion or storage) you must obtain a licence from the Print Media Copyright Agency. Ph: (04) 498 4488 Ref: 53121837

or email info@pmca.co.nz



