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Following our Annual General
Meeting in July, the steering
committees appointed the
Packaging Forum's Board for the
coming year. Penny Garland (O-I);
Rob Langford (Pernod Ricard) and
Sara Tucker (Lion) were reappointed
along with myself and will be joined
by Leon Jarden (Countdown) and
Nick Baker (Visy Recycling). As a
part of a growing organisation with
many schemes and projects the
Board will be focused on ensuring
stronger governance to create even
greater credibility of our work - with
such diversity of membership and
stakeholder base this won't be easy
but we're up for it.

The representation on our Board
reflects the Forum'’s broad
spectrum. In 2014, 83% of our
members were glass focused. Today
we have an equal split between
glass scheme members and our
PPRS/soft plastic scheme members
which positions our organisation

as the voice of packaging product
stewardship in New Zealand. I
encourage you to take a look at our
new website recycling.kiwi.nz.

Over the past few months we have
presented to mayors and councillors
around the country at Local
Government New Zealand zone
meetings. Many were surprised by
the range of activities undertaken
and the projects which we have

editorial Alistair Sayers
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funded around the country. It
has enabled us to talk about
partnerships between industry
and local government to improve
recovery and recycling. We are
working with councils to improve
the quality of glass collections; to
increase the availability of public
place recycling and litter bins; to
improve systems and education
programmes and to supplement
kerbside collections with drop

off recycling facilities for soft
plastics. Whilst there will always
be areas where industry and local
government do not agree, there are
far more where we do agree.

We jointly govern with
representatives from the Auckland
Litter Prevention Steering Group
(ALPSG) (comprising Auckland
Council, Be a Tidy Kiwi and Auckland
Transport) on the Litter Less Recycle
More project. This has received

$1.7 million from the Government'’s
Waste Minimisation Fund and has

a shared investment by the PPRS
and ALPSG. The Let's Put Litter

in its Place advertising campaign
will commence in October with
distinctive new recycling and litter
bins rolled out in five pilot regions
showcasing new Eyefi technology
and cameras to monitor fill levels
and contamination. This is high
praise about our organisation’s
ability to get things done in the

environmental space. Our ability to
work with Sustainable Coastlines
and KNZB in the litter space will

be formative in how product
stewardship works collaboratively in
the future.

The growth of The Packaging
Forum and increasing higher profile
inevitably means more media
scrutiny particularly relating to
community and council demands
for container deposits and plastic
bag charges. Whilst it is frustrating
to see inaccurate or negative media
reports, our annual Impact survey
reports 78% of media coverage
about The Packaging Forum in the
past year was positive or neutral.

We have joined forces with The
Breeze to promote soft plastic
recycling to listeners in Wellington
and Auckland. The Breeze will
encourage listeners to drop off their
recycling either at the radio station
or at participating stores as part of
a promotion which will gift a seat

to a community group when 15,000
additional bags are collected.

The Packaging Forum'’s success
depends on the engagement of its
members and we encourage you to
join one or more our working groups
and projects. If you have a particular
area of interest which you do not
believe we are addressing please let
us know.


http://recycling.kiwi.nz

PERSPECTIVES | DAVE CULL

MAYOR OF DUNEDIN, PRESIDENT LOCAL GOVERNMENT NZ

A COLLABORATIVE APPROACH TO RECYCLING

Many of Dunedin’s recent success
stories have been as a result of
city-wide collaborations. Reducing
waste to landfill and improving our
environmental outcomes are no

exceptions.

The Dunedin City Council already
provuides kerbside glass and plastics
recycling, while The Packaging
Forum and Love NZ public places
recycling bins and glass bottle
banks have been a welcome
presence in our city since 2011.
These are popular and much used
services, however they do not cater
for soft plastic recycling — an area
that has long been of concern for
both the Council and community.

That's why The Packaging Forum
and Loue NZ's recent launch of a
soft plastic recycling programme
for Dunedin was so gratefully
received. 14 local stores haue
supported the scheme and offer
the service to their customers -
resulting in 870kg of soft plastic
collected in the first month! This

initiative shows the importance
of industry investing in recycling
solutions to support the efforts

made by councils.

My hope is that we can also begin to
reduce the amount of plastic waste
at source. I, along with 64 other
mayors and chairs from throughout
the country, have called on central
government to introduce a leuy on
single use plastic bags. As well as
reducing plastic bag waste, levy
funding could be used by councils
and communities for further waste
minimisation efforts. The initiative
needs to be driven at a national
level to create a level playing field
for retailers.

It is through collaboration at all
levels - community, business, local
and central government - that

we will continue to devise and
implement new solutions to the
problems of unwanted waste.

HOT OFF
THE PRESS!

OAMARU MAIL

NEW PUBLIC PLACE
RECYCLING BINS FOR
OAMARU

A three-bin recycling unit has been
installed near the learn-to-ride

bike park at Friendly Bay. A second
unit will be installed, closer to the
playground. Waitaki Resource
Recovery Trust manager Dave
Clare said a $10,000 grant, secured
though the public place recycling
scheme and litter abatement
programme, meant five units could
be bought. They may be installed in
areas such as the Oamaru Farmers’
Market, Oamaru Public Gardens or

Kakanui.

TVNZ QOA
SOFT PLASTIC
RECYCLING

bit.ly/RNZ-plasticbags

Whena Owen reports on recycling
in New Zealand. Report says
recent statistics reveal a decline in
recycling rates and an increase in
dumping in landfills of 20% despite
the waste disposal leuy. Owen says
Ron Mark, Deputy Leader, New
Zealand First, is a ‘manic’ recycler
disposing of one bag of rubbish
every five months as they target
zero waste. Sandra Murray, NZ
Product Stewardship Council wants
an increase in the levy. She says
the soft plastic recycling scheme
run by the industry is not well-
designed, cost effective and nor is
it performing well. Lyn Mayes, says
the scheme is performing well and
is set to recycle around 5% soft

plastic packaging this year.


http://bit.ly/RNZ-plasticbags
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SPOKESPERSON, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,

LABOUR

My portfolio of Economic
Deuvelopment is extremely wide
ranging and provides a mandate
to look at a number of areas of
the economy where improuement
can be achieved; either through
government assistance, legislative
change or influencing consumer
behaviour.

One of the issues that I continually
talk about is the integrity of our
‘Clean, Green 100% pure’ brand. It
is our country’s unique selling point
and a very clear differentiator
that allows over 80% of our
exporters to achieuve some form of
competitive advantage in global
markets. While we go to the world
with this brand proposition, we
don't live it here. The risk to the
economy of devaluing our brand is
huge. In 2005, the-then Minitery of
Economic Development valued this
brand at $10b/ann. If we don't work
to enhance, let alone maintain,

the integrity of our brand we run
the risk of becoming just another
small economy selling commodities
into a ever-competitive global
market place. This is not a risk I am
prepared to take.

This is where the packaging
industry has a role to play.
Consumer sentiment towards
plastic packaging (and especially
supermarket bags) is changing.
Political parties from all sides of

the ideological fence
are considering
various options on
how to deal with the
issue; from charging
a levy through to

an outright ban.

This is where the
challenge lies. The
industry can fight
the change and end
up on the wrong side of the political
argument and consumer sentiment,
or they can take the lead and come
up with innouative solutions that

lead change and create gooduwill.

This is not about reinventing the
wheel. There are many countries
that have adopted programmes to
ease out the use of plastic bags. If
I can be so bold and prouide some
advice (and I imported and traded
in PE, PP, PVC and PET resins into
the plastics industry for a number
of years), and that is work with
consumer organisations, talk to
politicians and be at the forefront
of change.

While the preuailing winds are a
threat to the existing business
model, the impending change will
also prouide a huge opportunity
to the company or companies
that come up with solutions. While
markets are, of course,

()

2

LOVENZ
—

more information.

Under our Licensing Agreement with the Ministry for
the Enuironment, The Packaging Forum and members of
our accredited schemes are eligible to use the Love NZ
brand in accordance with the style guide and with prior

written consent from the MFE.

Please contact donna@packagingforum.org.nz for

HOT OFF
THE PRESS!

TVNZ SEVEN SHARP
‘QUANTUM STEP
FORWARD FOR NZ
RECYCLING' - THE
PLASTIC WE PUT IN
OUR BINS CAN FINALLY
BE RECYCLED HERE

Gill Higgins previews Wellington
plant that'll finally be big enough to
deal with all the plastic Kiwis throw
away. The Flight Plastics wash plant
is the first plant in New Zealand to
process PET drinks bottles and PET
packaging on shore and produce
recycled PET (RPET) food punnets
for New Zealand's leading brands.

bit.ly/TVNZ-FlightPlastics

Hon Dr Nick Smith, Minister for Environment and

Flight Plastics CEO Keith Smith inspect bales of PET

ready for processing.


mailto:donna@packagingforum.org.nz

PERSPECTIVES ON PACKAGING

PET RECYCLING? IT

S EASY WITH

THE HOW2RECYCLE LABEL

By David Luttenberger, Global Packaging Director, Mintel

Proper recycling of PET containers,
no matter the region of the world,

is fraught with challenges. While
this venerable package material
should be one of the easiest for
consumers to recycle, there are
several instances that make it seem
harder than it should be. Ambiguous
“Please Recycle” logos, unclear
markings as to whether an entire
PET container is recyclable or if such
components as lids and labels must
first be remoued, inaccessibility to
kerbside programmes, and a general
lack of awareness are some these
examples. Add to this a nearly
complete lack of understanding,

or at best a misconception on

how, when or if the co-mingling of
certain bioplastics is allowed in PET
recycling bins; and there you have a
first-world issue.

According to Mintel Global New
Products Database, during the past
five years, there has been a 54%
increase in the number of food,
drink, beauty or personal care, and
household product launches in PET
containers in Australia and New
Zealand. Beauty and personal care
as well as soap or bath products
account for the lion's share of
those gains, as general food, water,
carbonated drinks, juice drinks and
sweet spreads have all suffered
double-digit declines. Sadly, just

The Recyclability lcon

Indicates the recyclability of

the packaging component

Example for
Frozen Food Package

slightly more than one out of every
four of these product launches has
on-pack messaging that reflects
any eco-friendly attribute of the
package, or specifically mentions
that the package is recyclable, resin
coding notwithstanding.

The How2Recycle logo is a
standardised labelling system that
clearly communicates recycling
instructions to the public. The
concept behind the How2Recycle
label is simple; the scheme presents
clear instructions on whether the
package is meant for home recycling
or a store take-back programme.

It spells out what the recyclable
material is; which components
(caps, labels, etc) are recyclable,
whether a label or cap must first be
removed; whether the bottle or jar
must be rinsed prior; and displays
instructions indicating if consumers
must check local regulations
regarding recycling. In the event

of the latter, the How2Recycle URL
directs consumers to a website
where they can check by area code,
if the package or components are

recyclable in their community.

This visual, step-by-step instruction
takes the guesswork out of recycling
not only of PET and other plastics,
but from other from other forms of
packaging as well.

Special Instructions
Specific directions for the
consumer to ensure successful
recycling

Rinse Before
Recycling /|

Packaging Material
Identifies the material
type of the packaging
compenent

Yy
725N
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COVER

Packaging Component
The specific part of the package
referenced by the label

ojurajahoaigmoy

\ Program Website

Provides resources and
information on the label, local
recyclability and proper recycling

TRAY

*Not recycled in
all communities

HOT OFF
THE PRESS!

FOOD NEW ZEALAND
COMPOSTABLE COFFEE
CUPS MAKING AN
IMPACT

Compostable coffee cups making an
impact? The Packaging Forum has
released the findings of a detailed
survey by specialist consultancy,
Beyond the Bin, of 27 composting
facilities across New Zealand to
discover their experiences with
processing compostable food
packaging including compostable
coffee cups.
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ASHBURTON GUARDIAN
NEW KERBSIDE
COLLECTIONS

Ashburton’s 19,000 new wheelie
bins are about to become
acquainted with their new homes
and families, as delivery kicks

off around the district. Yellow-
lidded recycling bins, red-lidded
rubbish bins and green glass
recycling crates will be delivered
to homes throughout this month,
in preparation for the new kerbside
collection seruice beginning
September 1.
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PROJECTS &
INITIATIVES

Round up on Events

2017 AIMS GAMES

TAURANGA
10-15 SEPTEMBER

The AIMS Games is New Zealand's
largest junior sporting festival

- expanding from four sporting
codes and 750 participants in
2004 to 21 sporting codes and
9,300 athletes competing over six
days in 2016. With support from
the PPRS, this year's games will
have 20 waste stations across

12 Tauranga sporting locations.
Each waste station is manned by a
youth educator who supports the

student recycling team.

RANGIORA WINTER
FESTIVAL
JULY 2017

Rangiora celebrated winter in
style with a festival delivering a
host of exciting activities including
an ice rink, drive-in movie and High
Street market with the festival
attended by near to 10,000
people. The four-day event began
with the early-morning opening

of the synthetic ice rink which
was shown live on Newshub's

“AM Show". On Saturday, the

main seating area/bar only used
Ecoware compostable cups

which were composted locally
and all food waste was collected
by a local pig farmer. A team

of students from North Loburn
School manned the recycling

stations all day.

INVESTMENT IN
INFRASTRUCTURE

Litter Less Recycle More
project partners are pleased
to announce five regions
have been chosen to pilot
new smart technology bins
designed by AE Tilley.

Rotorua Lakes | Wellington City
Picton | Tauranga City - Mt Maunganui
Queenstown - Arrowtown & Glenorchy

The campaign is the first national
behavioural change programme
about litter since the 1980s and
brings together Love NZ and Be a

Tidy Kiwi.

ITS o

JUST Bea
HOW Tidy
WEDO Kiwi
THINGS

The bins will be rolled out ahead

of summer and incorporate Eyefi
technology which advise collectors
of the fill levels and cameras will be
trialled in the recycling bins to help

monitor contamination.

The campaign has been created by
Brand World and will go to air in

early October.

PACKAGING
FORUM MEDIA
EVALUATION

IMPACT REPORT

IMPACT has assessed the media
profile for the Packaging Forum and
its schemes for the 12 months from
July 2016 - June 2017.

151 items were submitted for
evaluation compared to 134 the

previous year.

The total couverage reach was in
excess of 3.32 million (2 million

in 2015/2016). This is based on
circulation where known - actual
potential readership/audiences
could be higher. The report shows
significantly more interest in
recycling issues by the media over
previous years.
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In less than two years, we have
introduced soft plastic recycling at
300 stores in the main centres of
population and are now expanding
with the support of our retail
partners into new regions. As at
the end of July, around 280 tonnes
of soft plastic packaging has been
diverted from landfill and with

the growth planned for the end of
the year, we expect to reach 400
tonnes in 2017 equivalent to 100
million units of soft plastic bags or
wrappers.

By the end of September, over 70%
of New Zealanders will have access
to the service at a store within
20km of home or work. This was a
key deliverable for the programme
and we are delighted to be able to
achieve that 10 months ahead of
schedule.

RECYCLE
AT STORE

Soft
Plastic

Clean & Dry
Bags / Film / Wrap

recycling.kiwi.nz/store-locator

A new logo is available for use by
members on their packaging to
show consumers how and where to

recycle.

The REDcycle annual audit shows
that the main branded packaging
which people recycle is bread bags
(21%); sanitary hygiene wrap (18%)
and frozen food packaging (14%).

August 2017 Audit Sample Breakdown (%)

MiscorOther, 19%

Confectionery Packaging/Wrappers, 4.5%

Cereal Packaging, 6%

PastaandRice bags,

Frozen Food
Packaging, 14%

INTERESTED IN RECYCLING SOFT PLASTICS?

We are interested to hear from New Zealand recyclers who can

take soft plastic materials which are a mix of polyethylene and

polypropylene.

THE FORUM WOULD
LIKE TO WELCOME OUR
NEW MEMBERS

OOB
Mitre 10

MEMBER NEWS

BRAGATO WINE AWARDS

The Bragato Wine Awards is seen
by many as the first wine show for
the new vintage; this is a chance

to see how they stack up against
other wines in the same class. The
objective is to give recognition

to viticultural excellence and to
recognize the influence of grape
growers and their vineyards in
creating the unique qualities of New
Zealand wines, by judging the wines
made from grapes grown on such

specified vineyards.

Congratulations to 2017 trophy
winners: Coopers Creek (Alan
Limmer Trophy for Champion
Syrah); Villar Maria (New Zealand
Frost Fans Trophy for Champion
Sweet Wine); Waipara Hills (Frierich
Wohnsiedler Trophy for Champion
Riesling). Thanks to key sponsor O-1

New Zealand.

FINALISTS FOR 2017 SUSTAINABLE
BUSINESS AWARDS

The NZI Sustainable Business
Network Awards, which have
been running for 15 years, are the
pre-eminent and longest-standing
sustainability awards in New

Zealand.

Congratulations to Fonterra;
New Zealand Post; Innocent
Packaging; Foodstuffs; and Waste

Management named finalists.
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MAKING CONNECTIONS

The Glass Packaging Forum

hosted two delegations from New
Caledonia, one from the South
Administration’s Environmental
Team in late July and the second
from the Northern Province who
we took for a tour through the

O-I glass manufacturing plant in
Auckland. Both groups were in New
Zealand sharing skills and ideas
around waste management, with a
particular focus on glass recycling.

The Northern Prouvince have
launched a new crushed glass
project which aims to prevent
pollution and coastal erosion by
using waste glass to replenish
beaches. They are also looking
at substitutes to sea sand
exploitation. The project is a
chance for them to improue their
knowledge and capabilities in
regard to managing and recycling
waste glass.

QUAKE IMPACTS ON
GLASS RECOVERY

The Kaikoura earthquake has had

far reaching effects with even the
recycling industry being hit by the
damage to State Highway 1.

With help from a Glass Packaging

Forum grant and some good old
Kiwi ingenuity, Christchurch-based

TUO CEMUHI
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company SR Solutions Ltd has come
up with a way to tackle the problem
of high transport costs for glass.

The company has designed a one-
of-a-kind loading system with built-
in bottle breaker to speed up the
processing of recovered container
glass at their Christchurch hub.

5R managing director Chris Grant
says they came up with the design
to streamline the glass breaking
and loading process and prevent
double handling. The machine
breaks the container glass before
a conueyer loads the material for

trucking to Auckland for recycling.

“Breaking the glass as well as
loading it quickly is therefore
key to reducing costs,” says
Crant.

SR acts as a hub by receiving
glass bottles and containers
from Queenstown Lakes and
neighbouring councils. Glass
recovered through SR will be sent

to O-I New Zealand, who last year
used 70 per cent recycled glass in
the production of new glass bottles
and containers. “The quantity and
quality of recycled glass received is
critical to the O-I operation and 5R
is a key player in improuing access
to this high value colour-separated
glass,” says GPF scheme manager
Adele Rose.

DO YOU HAVE A GLASS
BOTTLENECK?

If you want to improue outcomes
for glass in your region but are
finding obstacles in the way, talk
to us about how we can work
together to find a solution. GPF
scheme managers, 3R Group

Ltd, have an experienced team
who can work with you and
other stakeholders to clear that
bottleneck.

The GPF also encourages
applications for grants which aid
glass recouvery in New Zealand.
Projects can include funding
infrastructure, finding alternative
uses for glass, beneficially
modifying glass, addressing glass
stockpiles, helping to promote
recycling at events or raising
awareness about glass recouvery.
You can download an application
form from the GPF website
glassforum.org.nz/grantsfunding or
contact 3R Group on 0800 267 674.
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IN THE NEWS

JUST HOW RECYCLABLE
ARE BIODEGRADABLE
COFFEE CUPS?

STUFF INTERVIEW WITH SMART
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGER YURI
SCHOKKING

People often think disposable
coffee cups aren't recyclable due
to the wax lining that allows them
to carry hot drinks without leaking.
Schokking said those cups were
recyclable, in the right plants, “but
there aren't any of those [recycling]
plants around here”. So instead, the
few disposable cups that make it to
the recycling plant, are combined
with paper fibre recycling as a small
portion of contaminated items. This
is because they would otherwise
have to be “physically and manually”
removed from the stream, “so it
tends to go through”. Schokking
said retailers needed to think about
the recycling processes available

in the region when deciding on
what kinds of cups to use, as there
was no point in using recyclable
biodegradable cups when there
wasn't the capacity to recycle or

compost them.
RADIO LIVE INTERVIEW

Dr Matt Morris, Canterbury

Uni sustainability advisor was
interviewed on Radio Live's Food
& Garden Show. He expressed
concern about insufficient
recycling or compost facilities

to deal with disposable coffee
cups and said there needs to be a
national strategy on coffee cups.

bit.ly/TPF-CCC1, bit.ly/TPF-CCC2

NZ HERALD FOCUS REPORT ON
CONTAMINATED RECYCLING
BINS IN AUCKLAND

: Jhe video clip highlights coffee

cups as a contaminant in
recycling bins. The report says
that inspectors have checked
more than 100,000 bins and with
over 2000 so contaminated,

with a range of non-recyclable
products, they weren't picked up.

bit.ly/NZH-contaminatedRecycling

WHAT'S HAPPENING
AROUND NEW ZEALAND?

; m Empty Cups
W2~ Only

Coffee Cups ..
- e

Innocent Packaging have been
working with Canterbury University
to pilot the collection of coffee
cups on campus.

AND AROUND THE
WORLD AUSTRALIA

ARE TAKE AWAY CUPS
RECYCLABLE?

Treat yourself - sit down and
enjoy that premium cup of coffee
in a cafe from a warmed cup and
saucer. Bust social norms and use
your own stylin’ reusable cup. And
if you do go with a disposable cup,
say no thanks to a lid, ask for a
cup from renewable resources like
managed plantation paperboard;
and bin it, don't recycle it. Councils
in ACT and Brisbane have advised
CHOICE that they have contracts

with waste services providers who
can recycle plastic-lined cups and
they can be put in recycling bins.
bit.ly/CCC-ChoiceOz

DETPAK BEGINS TRIAL OF
RECYCLABLE COFFEE CUP

Australian-owned paper and
board packaging manufacturer
Detpak has begun trials of a new
recyclable coffee cup. Cafes and
coffee roasters across southern
Australia will be the first to test
the new cup. Detpak has partnered
with Smart Planet Technologies, in
the US, to develop a cup lining that
has potential to be easily recycled
through existing cardboard and
paper recycling channels. The new
cup, called RecycleMe, features a
lining called EarthCoating, a highly
mineralised coating that consists
of approximately 50% calcium
carbonate and 50% mix of low and

high-density polyethylene.
UK

SIMPLY CUPS RECYCLING
SERVICE

Simply Cups works directly with
customers to help them efficiently
segregate the materials and

then by-passes the traditional
‘mixed recycling route’ by
collecting, bulking and then
sending the materials direct to

the reprocessors. The programme
involves a variety of collection
services depending on location and
the volume of materials produced
including a post back service.

bit.ly/CCC-SimplyCups

AND THE GOOD NEWS

Two new studies, including the
largest ever conducted into coffee
drinking, have found that imbibing
even a single cup a day reduces the
risk of dying early from any cause,
and dramatically cuts the chance of
death from digestive problems


http://bit.ly/TPF-CCC1
http://bit.ly/TPF-CCC2
http://bit.ly/NZH-contaminatedRecycling
http://bit.ly/CCC-ChoiceOz
http://bit.ly/CCC-SimplyCups

IN EUROPE

UK Gate fees shows
changing market picture

WRAP's annual gate fees report
shows a drop in material recovery
facilities (MRF), anaerobic digestion
(AD), and energy from waste (EfW)
gate fees, whilst landfill gate fees

have increased.

The median gate fee paid by local
authorities for MRF services showed
an overall drop from £25 per tonne
in last year's report to £15 per tonne
for 2016. Although most gate fees
reported ranged from £0 to £5

(i.e. the mode), the actual range of
gate fees at MRFs is much wider
than other technologies. Some

local authorities report receiving as
much as £77 per tonne in income
for their materials, whilst others
report paying up to £99 per tonne to
their MRF. Only 20 local authorities
(21%) reported that they either pay
no gate fee, or receive payment
from the MRF for their materials,
compared to 28% in last year's

survey and 46% the year before.

bit.ly/TPW12-Wrap

Sweden’s Recycling
Evolution: Incineration
Plants

As the world ponders on and builds
sustainable solutions to deal with
waste, Sweden has taken immediate
action, applying a drastic approach
to waste management in large scale
incineration. Home to a total of 32
incineration plants, Sweden has

incinerated an average of nearly

This issue, along with archived issues of the Packaging Word can be viewed on the Forum'’s websites:

glassforum.org.nz/news.htmt |

50% of all its municipal solid waste
(MSW) between 2000 and 2015.

The amount of trash sitting in

Sweden'’s landfills measures only

1% of their total MSW, eliminating
harmful greenhouse gases like
methane, which is 20 times more
potent than carbon dioxide, from the
atmosphere. Additionally, Sweden
has found success in decreasing

its dependency on fossil fuels by
harnessing energy from the waste

itself through incineration.

bit.ly/TPW12-Sweden

IN AUSTRALIA

Recycling companies
stockpiling thousands of
tonnes of glass as cheap
imports leave market in
crisis

Hundreds of thousands of tonnes
of glass are being stockpiled and
landfilled instead of being recycled,
threatening to seriously damage
the community’s faith in the billion-
dollar recycling industry. Key
industry insiders interviewed by
Four Corners have described an
“unsustainable situation” with glass
which has “nowhere to go” because

there is “no viable market".

Australia consumes about 1.36
million tonnes of glass packaging
per year: wine and beer bottles,
glass jars and containers. Glass
consumption is at its highest in

New South Wales, which produces
about 460,000 tonnes of used glass

per year. One recycling company,

Polytrade, has decided to go public
in an effort to raise awareness about
the issues being faced by industry
due to what it describes as a failure

of regulation.

Four Corners has obtained a
damning confidential report,
commissioned by industry and
provided to the NSW EPA in 2017.

It reveals substantial stockpiling of

used glass.
The report reveals:

With increasing freight costs, the
economic viability of sorting and
transporting glass is marginal in

many rural areas.

While politically unacceptable,
the increasingly attractive option
for regional/rural areas is to

landfill glass locally.

Multiple Australian states are
experiencing the glass market

downturn.

The report stresses the "need for
a coordinated response to this
unprecedented situation” from
governments and regulators

to stop the situation from

worsening.

bit.ly/ TPW12-stockpile
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