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At the Packaging Forum’s 

September Board meeting, I was 

asked to take over as Chair at a 

pivotal time in our organisation’s 

development. The rapid growth of 

the Packaging Forum from a glass 

specific industry association to one 

representing over 200 companies 

from the FMCG, hospitality and 

waste services sector requires us 

to rethink our structure. The Board 

is currently assessing the best 

leadership to take us forward as the 

pre-eminent product stewardship 

organisation for packaging in New 

Zealand. 

Investing in leadership at the 

governance/executive level will allow 

our scheme managers to focus on 

the operational and communications 

objectives for each scheme. A 

revised Glass Packaging Voluntary 

Product Stewardship Scheme has 

been submitted to the Ministry for 

Environment under the terms of the 

Waste Minimisation Act (2008) for 

a further seven-year accreditation 

period. The Soft Plastic Recycling 

Scheme has also been submitted to 

the Ministry for accreditation. 

The Waste Minimisation Act was 

initiated by the Green Party and 

passed into Parliament under 

a Labour government in 2008 

supported by all parties. The Act 

provides the framework for product 

stewardship in New Zealand and 

underpins our work. The Packaging 

Forum looks forward to working with 

the new Labour-led government to 

increase waste diversion through 

investment in and promotion of 

recycling and composting facilities 

and reducing the impact of litter.

In 2017 we have again shown that 

our policy of identifying problems 

and innovating and investing in 

solutions, is effective. Soft plastic 

recycling is now available to over 

70% of New Zealanders at 350+ 

retail outlets around New Zealand. 

Working with Be a Tidy Kiwi we 

have introduced smart technology 

recycling and rubbish bins and 

commenced a national media 

campaign Let’s Put Litter in its 

Place featuring Lucy Lawless and 

Ian Mune; and we continue to seek 

solutions to individual product 

issues such as finding end-of-life 

solutions for the 295 million coffee 

cups consumed annually.

Our members have also introduced 

the first PET wash plant in New 

Zealand which means PET drink 

bottles are now being manufactured 

into PET food containers at Flight 

Plastics; and our supermarket 

members have announced plans to 

remove free single-use plastic bags 

from most of their checkouts.

We believe that there is a real 

opportunity for partnerships 

between industry and government 

to deliver economically viable 

end-of-life recycling solutions 

here in New Zealand and to protect 

and grow our recycling capability. 

The introduction by the Chinese 

government of a ban on the import 

of recycled materials makes it even 

more imperative to find and invest 

in New Zealand solutions for our 

packaging waste. We now have 

local solutions for glass, PET plastic 

and quality paper waste, however 

the majority of our packaging 

waste (plastics 2-7; metals and 

mixed paper) all rely on overseas 

processors. 

We cannot continue to export 

our waste. Government (local and 

central) and industry need to create 

aligned and focussed solutions 

to manage our waste, creating 

a strong circular economy. This 

may require investment in local 

or national processing facilities 

or it may require us to change our 

procurement practices to buy the 

products made from our waste 

— glass bottles manufactured in 

editorial Rob Langford
Chair The Packaging Forum



hot off 
the press!
stuff 
BAGS NOT
bit.ly/recycleBags

bit.ly/BagsNot 

Why you should say Bags Not: Stuff 
launches a series encouraging you to 
think twice about using plastic bags.

At Stuff, we’re sticking our hands 

up to say we’re part of the problem, 

and we want to change. Fairfax 

NZ, which owns Stuff and our titles 

around the country, delivers about 

600,000 newspapers and 39,000 

magazines per week wrapped in 

recyclable plastic. We know we 

contribute to the problem and we’re 

committed to finding recycling 

opportunities for all our subscribers. 

As part of our Bags Not initiative, 

we’ve become sponsors of a 

nationwide recycling programme 

to give our subscribers improved 

access to recycling our bags — and 

we hope to have it available across 

most of the country within the next 

two years. Here’s more information 

on how you can recycle in your area.

Otago daily times
NZ PACKAGERS 
MOVING TOWARDS 
GREENER OPTION
Article features Innocent Packaging 

and The Packaging Forum. Innocent 

Packaging makes products entirely 

from plant-based materials, taking a 

moral decision to stop selling coffee 

cup lids made from environmentally 

harmful polystyrene and PET or 

Plastic 1. While there is limited 

infrastructure in New Zealand to 

compost packaging commercially, 

there are emerging schemes 

and plants to deal with more of 

our plastic load. PET can now be 

processed at Flight Plastics’ new 

wash plant in Lower Hutt, meaning 

PET bottles, trays and punnets 

This year the Tread Lightly Caravan, 

with the support of Asaleo Care, 

Love NZ Soft Plastic Recycling and 

the Abilities Group has trialed a soft 

plastics collection programme with 

Auckland schools.

14 schools participated in the 

programme, either on a trial basis 

for one term, or they bought a large 

collection bin outright from the start.

The programme has been a fantastic 

success in terms of learning and 

engagement with students, 795kg 

of soft plastics being diverted from 

landfill (as of the end of September) 

and understanding what schools 

need for a soft plastics collection 

programme.

The Tread Lightly Caravan is now 

hoping to roll the programme out to 

60 Auckland schools in 2018, subject 

to funding.

perspectives | tread lightly caravan

Under our Licensing Agreement with the Ministry for 

the Environment, The Packaging Forum and members of 

our accredited schemes are eligible to use the Love NZ 

brand in accordance with the style guide and with prior 

written consent from the MFE. 

Please contact donna@packagingforum.org.nz for 

more information.

Auckland from NZ waste glass, PET 

food containers manufactured in 

Wellington from NZ PET bottles; 

plastic furniture manufactured 

from our soft plastic waste etc. As 

a first step our Soft Plastic scheme 

is linking its expansion programme 

across the North Island with the 

councils that are buying decking, 

bollards, benches etc manufactured 

from the soft plastics materials we 

collect. 

We must forge our own path 

through collaboration in the pursuit 

of maintaining a green image 

for New Zealand if we are to be 

successful.

This year has been an extremely 

busy time for our industry and 2018 

will be no different. On behalf of 

The Packaging Forum I wish you and 

your whanau a restful and relaxing 

christmas and summer holiday. 

Nga Mihi

For further information about this 
initiative contact 
Katie Jones

General Manager 

Tread Lightly Caravan 

kjones@tread-lightly.org



can be turned back into new food 

packaging here.

The Packaging Forum runs a soft 

plastic recycling scheme, taking 

three types of plastics and operating 

separately from kerbside collections, 

recovering everything from bread 

bags and confectionery wrappers 

to sanitary hygiene wrapping. The 

Forum has also set up a working 

group comprising the major coffee 

cup manufacturers, companies that 

use them and recycling firms to 

develop a long-term strategy for 

dealing with the cups after use.

the news westport
NEW PLACE TO DROP 
PLASTIC 
Westport people now have a place to 

toss their soft plastic rubbish guilt-

free. Westport’s New World has one 

of The Packaging Forum’s recycling 

bins in store.

nelson mail
SOFT PLASTIC 
RECYCLING 
Plastic shopping bags, bread bags 

and food wrap can now be recycled 

in Nelson. New World, Pak’n Save 

and Countdown supermarkets have 

introduced soft plastic recycling bins 

as part of the Love NZ soft plastic 

recycling programme.

RECYCLE YOUR 
NEWSPAPER BAGS 
Tens of thousands of Fairfax 

newspapers are delivered every day 

to households across the Nelson 

and Marlborough region. To protect 

them from the elements they are 

wrapped in plastic which while the 

perfect solution for the customer, 

needs to be disposed of sustainably 

for the environment. The fact that 

soft plastic recycling has come to 

hot off 
the press!

Ashburton College thank the Public 

Place Recycling Scheme and The 

Packaging Forum for providing 20 

large yellow commingled recycling 

bins which were placed around 

the outdoor areas of the college 

alongside waste bins to support 

more recycling and less waste. 

The Student Exec launched the 

new recycling programme with 

presentations to all assemblies at 

the 1500+ student school to get 

students and teachers on board. The 

next step was to identify ways to 

get students to take more initiative. 

According to Charlie Kelland, 

Ashburton College operations 

manager this has had positive 

results including:

•	 the school and grounds looking 

tidier

•	 more ownership from students,

•	 mates telling each other to do the 

right thing and put things in the 

right bin.

This led to discussions about 

packaging with questions about 

why we buy things in packaging 

that cannot be recycled or why we 

use plastic shopping bags. There 

was positive peer pressure from 

students educating other students 

and the new commingled gantry 

bins provided and serviced by 

Ashburton District Council got a lot 

of use. College caretakers report 

that the new recycling bins have 

reduced labour time as the staff 

are not sorting the recycling and 

the grounds look tidier. Ongoing 

education is required to keep the 

rubbish and recycling separate.

STUDENT LED INITIATIVE

It was the head of the Ashburton 

College Environment Committee 

Hannah Mae Jerao, who came up 

with the idea of finding a way to 

reduce litter and improve recycling 

at the college. Hannah says that 

the funding for the new bins and 

commingled services encouraged 

further changes with the canteen 

to reduce packaging by using paper 

bags and promoting less packaged 

food. With a goal to include 

everyone in a culture change a 

duty monitoring programme was 

implemented. Everyone is now 

working together and duty monitors 

help out by wheeling the outdoor 

bins to the appropriate station. The 

Board of Trustees recently met with 

the Student Exec and praised the 

initiatives undertaken to reduce 

waste and improve recycling at the 

school.

perspectives | ashburton college

recycle more - waste less

To date 480kg of recycled materials has been collected  by Envirowaste Ashburton



PERSPECTIVES ON PACK AGING

The NZ Product Accelerator 

(NZPA), a MBIE funded programme, 

has pulled together the additive 

manufacturing (3D printing) 

capability of its partners. One 

of these partners is Massey 

University’s School of Engineering & 

Advanced Technology.

As part of a final year project, 

Massey students have designed 

a novel technology for recycling 

PET for 3D printing. Recycled PET 

in filament form for 3D printing is 

readily available, although currently 

not made in NZ. The students, with 

commercial direction from the NZPA, 

decided that printing recycled PET 

directly would use greater volumes 

of recycled product and would 

potentially produce higher value end 

products.

The project has involved refining the 

recycling process, understanding 

PET’s printability characteristics, 

experimentally comparing PET with 

the common printing materials, 

development of an extruder with a 

10mm nozzle for direct printing, and 

tensile testing the printed products.

Test results have shown, although 

not as strong as PLA, recycled PET 

displays none of PLA’s brittleness 

and far exceeds the strength of ABS. 

This makes it an ideal material, as it 

combines PLA’s strength and ABS’s 

ductility, whilst delivering desirable 

qualities such as appearance, finish 

and availability. The trials have 

shown the extrusion system is able 

to print recycled PET. The next phase 

of the project is to scale up the 

system from the lab to a commercial 

system.

For more details please contact 
Brian McMath

Business Development Manager NZ 

Product Accelerator

021 914 439

hot off 
the press!

3D PRINTING RECYCLED PET
A DIFFERENT APPROACH

the area is fantastic as it means 

Fairfax customers can now dispose 

of the bags sustainably at their local 

supermarket. 

Joanna Norris 

Editor in Chief South Island

RADIO NZ – THE PANEL
IS SOFT PLASTIC 
RECYCLING A PR 
STUNT?
bit.ly/OneQuickQuestion

Listener asked if the plastic bags 

collected at supermarkets are 

actually recycled or if it’s a PR stunt. 

Interview with Lyn Mayes who says 

they receive two million bags every 

week and send them to Replas in 

Melbourne which makes them into 

plastic products. She responded to 

questions about why the service 

isn’t available at schools saying it’s a 

matter of cost and logistics.

RADIO NZ – NINE TO 
NOON
KATHRYN RYAN 
INTERVIEWS DEREK 
LANDER, FLIGHT 
PLASTICS
Ryan says Wellington-based Flight 

Plastics has opened the country’s 

first PET bottle recycling wash plant, 

which sorts and washes the bottles, 

and which are then processed for 

use in the manufacture of food 

grade PET packaging. Lander says 

it is a big step forward for recycling 

in NZ, noting that until now plastic 

bottles have been baled up and sent 

overseas. Lander says they take 

clear drinks bottles and clear food 

packaging, but they can’t process 

milk bottles, which can be recycled 

elsewhere in NZ.



MAKING CONNECTIONS 

OUT AND ABOUT, 
TALKING GLASS
The Glass Packaging Forum has 

been working hard to increase its 

exposure by meeting with councils, 

hospitality providers and other 

stakeholders who fit into the 

glass recycling story. We recently 

attended three conferences; Keep 

New Zealand Beautiful, Hospitality 

NZ and WasteMINZ where we got 

to engage with a range of people. 

This presented a great way to 

have face-to-face conversations 

and learn about challenges 

and successes, and spread the 

“infinitely recyclable” message.

FINDING AND FUNDING 
SOLUTIONS
A strong focus of the GPF is to 

identify road blocks to efficiently 

collecting, aggregating and 

transporting colour-sorted glass 

to the O-I furnace in Auckland. 

This is where the GPF’s grants play 

a vital role in funding solutions to 

these problems, as well as avenues 

for innovative, alternative uses for 

glass which can’t be recycled.

The GPF has recently approved 

funding for a variety of grants, 

which have helped glass recycling 

education, improved glass 

collection and increased efficiency 

of the storage and loading of 

colour-sorted glass.

A solar-powered bin lifter has 

proven to be a great addition 

to the small operation at the 

Whangaparaoa Community 

Recycling Centre, after GPF 

funding was approved. The centre’s 

former glass-handling system 

meant staff faced a number of 

challenges, including a manual 

two-person lift for wheelie bins 

full of glass and negotiating a 

ramp. The new solar-powered bin 

lifter provides a compact, safe 

and efficient lifting system and 

improves the overall site layout.

Hub and spoke models, which 

feed collected glass to a central 

point before being transported to 

Auckland, are vital to logistical 

efficiencies. Funding for 24 

rotatable skip bins at Wanaka 

Wastebusters and a concrete pad 

at their Alexandra site will aid in 

transport efficiencies for colour-

sorted glass going to the new 

GPF funded hub at 5R Solutions 

in Christchurch. Funding was also 

approved for the expansion of 

glass storage bays at Green Sky 

Waste Solutions in Hastings to 

improve storage and transport 

efficiencies, significantly reducing 

transport costs.

The GPF also provides funding for 

hospitality events that wish to 

colour-sort glass so it goes back to 

the furnace. This year we continued 

our financial support of the 

collection of colour-sorted glass 

at the hugely popular Marlborough 

Wine & Food Festival. Funding was 

also approved for 15, 240L wheelie 

bins for event waste management 

company Clean Events. The eye-

catching bins, depicting the circular 

economy story of glass recycling, 

allow for more colour-sorted glass 

to go back the furnace.

DO YOU HAVE A 
BOTTLENECK?
If you want to improve outcomes 

for glass in your region but are 

finding obstacles in the way, talk 

to us about how we can work 

together to find a solution. GPF 

scheme managers, 3R Group 

Ltd, have an experienced team 

who can work with you and 

other stakeholders to clear that 

bottleneck.



packagingforum.org.nz | glasspackagingforum.org.nz | recycling.kiwi.nz

THE BREEZE SOFT 
PLASTIC PACKAGING
SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER

The Breeze ran promotions in 

Wellington and Auckland to 

promote our soft plastic recycling 

programme. Listeners were 

encouraged to drop off their bags 

at The Breeze where we provided a 

bin for them or to drop off at their 

supermarket. 

In Wellington the promotion 

resulted in an additional 27,000 

bags collected over two weeks. 

The Packaging Forum and The 

Breeze have donated a bench 

made from 15,000 bags to the Te 

Omanga Hospice in Lower Hutt. 

facebook.com/TheBreezeWellington/

In Auckland, over 25,000 additional 

bags were collected during the 

promotion with all of the show’s 

presenters getting involved. 

facebook.com/thebreezebreakfast/

LET’S PUT LITTER 
IN ITS PLACE
Have you seen our TV commercial?

The TV commercial developed by 

BrandWorld featuring Lucy Lawless 

Advertising and Promotion

projects & initiatives

wasteminz 
conference
The Packaging Forum 

supported the 29th annual 

WasteMINZ conference in 

Hamilton where this year’s 

theme was Purpose, Progress 

and Potential.

and Ian Mune went to air in early 

October for six weeks on TV1 and 

2 with a separate digital campaign 

being launched. The message from 

Lucy and Ian is “Let’s Put Litter in 

its Place. It’s just how we do things 

around here.” 

vimeo.com/235825617

THE BREEZE/MORE FM – 
BEACH CLEAN UP
We are joining More FM and The 

Breeze in Rotorua, Tauranga and 

Queenstown to clean up our 

beaches on Saturday 9 December 

with a February date planned 

for Wellington. Our new smart 

technology bins are being rolled 

out in these regions so it’s time to 

show people “how we do things 

around here.”

This is a great opportunity for you 

and your team to give a hand on 

the day, promote the clean up to 

your customers or get behind the 

campaign in some other way.

The PPRS has already allocated 

$20,000 to summer events around 

the country which will promote 

the Let’s Put Litter in its Place TV 

commercial and you can hear our 

radio ad playing on The Breeze all 

summer long with promotion by 

the presenters.



ATEED: DIWALI
OCTOBER 2017

With our support this year’s 

Auckland Diwali Festival, enjoyed 

by 54,700 visitors, was a massive 

success. 76% of waste was 

diverted from landfill. This included 

56% organic waste which was 

processed by Envirofert and 20% 

mixed recycling processed by Visy 

Recycling. The organisers say that 

this year has seen the most waste 

for the festival ever and the highest 

diversion rate. 

TOTAL SPORT: 
TAURANGA 
INTERNATIONAL 
MARATHON 
OCTOBER 2017

Tauranga hosted the region’s 

first international marathon and 

received funding from the PPRS 

to support their waste sorting 

process. 

COCA COLA 
CHRISTMAS IN THE 
PARK – CHRISTCHURCH 
NOVEMBER 2017

Christmas in the Park is an 

annual celebration and this year 

in Christchurch, Clean Events 

managed the waste. Coca Cola 

Christmas in the Park supports 

the Let’s Put Litter in its Place 

campaign because it’s just the 

way we do things around here — 

and showed the TV commercial 

throughout the event. 

coke.co.nz/christmas-in-the-park

Event Round-up

MUDTOPIA – ROTORUA
DECEMBER 2017

Mudtopia is a brand new three-day 

festival owned by Rotorua Lakes 

District Council. With funding from 

the Packaging Forum, the festival 

will introduce washing and reusing 

cups and plates and sorting waste 

by stream. The festival features 

artistes including Shapeshifter, 

Peking Duk, Anika Moa and Hollie 

Smith. 

mudtopia.com

MARLBOROUGH 
FESTIVAL & EVENTS 

CHRISTMAS PARADE/
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL & 
IGNITE NEW YEAR’S EVE
We will once again support 

recycling at Marlborough’s free to 

public Christmas festivals.

SOUNDS SPLASH 
RAGLAN 
JANUARY 2018

This year nearly nine tonnes of 

recycling was collected at Sounds 

Splash with a 77% recycling rate.  

Next year the aim is for a zero 

waste event.  

AUCKLAND COUNCIL: 
MOVIES IN THE PARK 
JANUARY-MARCH 2018

This summer’s Movies in the Park 

will be supported by The Packaging 

Forum with funding allocated to 

waste sortation carried out by 

Clean Events and to promote the 

Let’s Put Litter in its Place TV ad 

during the festival. 

WAITANGI DAY 
FESTIVAL, PORIRUA
FEBRUARY 2018

Funding has been allocated to 

allow manual sorting of waste 

and to provide vendors with 

information about how to reduce 

waste. 

If your bins and lids are all black, or the 
incorrect colour, then signage is key.

When it comes to event signage you have 
four main options to help people identify 
which items should go in which bins: 

1. Words

2. Words and symbols

3. Photos

4. Actual objects

Words

Label the bins with the name of the waste stream and 
choose words that the public understands. 

• The recommended wording is:

• Rubbish

• Recycling  

• Food scraps

• Food scraps and compostable packaging

• Glass

wasteminz.org.nz

creating signage 
for zero waste events
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Clear and simple signage for rubbish, recycling and food scraps 
can help minimise the rubbish generated by an event and reduce 
contamination.

New Zealand has nationally agreed colours for different waste types to help reduce 
confusion for the public. Typically the body of a bin is a dark colour and the lid is 
coloured. The agreed colours are shown here.

WHAT’S THE BEST 
SIGNAGE TO 
DELIVER ZERO 
WASTE EVENTS?
Take a look at the latest 

guidance prepared by Waste 

MINZ which provides clear 

and simple signage for 

rubbish, recycling and food 

scraps.

bit.ly/EventRecyclingSignage
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WAITEMATA DHB – 
NORTH SHORE AND 
WAITAKERE

Investment in recycling and waste 

facilities at Auckland DHB has 

proved successful and so we are 

delighted to help other DHBs with 

the introduction of four waste 

and recycling stations at North 

Shore Hospital and two stations at 

Waitakere Hospital to be places in 

the foyers and cafes. 

CLEAN EVENTS: 
EXPANSION 
PROGRAMME

Clean Events provides a specialist 

service to Auckland’s major events 

producing the highest levels of 

recycling and waste diversion. 

This year we are providing support 

to Clean Events to invest in more 

recycling, waste and organic 

stations with distinctive signage as 

they expand their service in other 

parts of New Zealand including 

events in Bay of Plenty and 

Christchurch.  

SMART TECHNOLOGY 
BINS

The Let’s Put Litter in its Place 

campaign is linked to a national 

behavioural change programme 

and investment in new and 

upgraded rubbish/recycling 

infrastructure that use smart 

technology to minimise overflow 

and reduce collection costs. The 

new vibrant bins which feature 

signage in multiple languages 

have started to be rolled out in 

Marlborough, Queenstown Lakes, 

Rotorua, Tauranga and Wellington.

The campaign is managed by The 

Packaging Forum and the Auckland 

Litter Prevention Steering Group 

which manages the Be a Tidy Kiwi 

brand and comprises Auckland 

Council, Keep Auckland Beautiful, 

Auckland Motorways (NZ Transport 

Agency) and KiwiRail and is 

supported by councils around the 

country.

OTAGO GOLF CLUB; 
DUNEDIN
We have seen excellent recycling 

results from the introduction of 

recycling facilities at Remuera Golf 

Club and have agreed to support 

the installation of recycling/waste 

bins at Otago Golf Club in response 

to their concerns about plastic 

and cans going to landfill. The club 

has 1500 members/visitors every 

year. The club’s visitor profile is a 

good fit for our Let’s Put Litter in its 

place campaign.

investment in infrastructure



INTERESTED IN RECYCLING SOFT PLASTICS?
We are interested to hear from New Zealand recyclers who can 

take soft plastic materials which are a mix of polyethylene and 

polypropylene (plastic resins 2,4 and 5).  

WE HAVE MADE SOFT 
PLASTIC RECYCLING 
POSSIBLE FOR OVER 70% OF 
NEW ZEALANDERS!
This has been achieved through the introduction 

of taking back soft plastic materials on the 

vehicles which drop store deliveries off. 

This expansion means that 3.15 million New 

Zealanders now have access to the programme 

within 20km of home or work or 74% of New 

Zealanders. This achievement was celebrated at 

a launch in Nelson in September to coincide with 

the addition of 38 South Island supermarkets to 

the programme. 

soft plastic recycling
Meadow Mushrooms

Environment House

Fairfax Media

Turners & Growers Global

public place recycling
Abe’s Bagels

Ecogreen Solutions

Flight Plastics

I Love Food Company

THE FORUM WOULD 
LIKE TO WELCOME OUR 
NEW MEMBERS

member news
GOING PLASTIC BAG FREE

Countdown and New World will go 

plastic bag free by end 2018 with 

New World introducing a voluntary 

10 cents donation as an interim 

measure. Taking single use plastic 

bags out of supermarkets will 

remove around 700 billion bags 

from circulation. 

Z Energy and Mitre 10 have also 

committed to going plastic bag free 

in 2018. Z service stations currently 

give out around 2.5 million plastic 

bags a year. Mitre 10 will also 

remove all single-use plastic boot 

liners.

We’ve got our bags ready....

Hon Dr Nick Smith, MP for Nelson and Mayor Rachel Reese with students from Victory Primary School 



COFFEE 
CORNER

IN THE NEWS

WALKING THE TALK
NZ HERALD: INTERVIEW WITH 
TONY SMALL, INNOCENT 
PACKAGING

One young Auckland company, 

Innocent Packaging, is now making 

products entirely from plant-based 

materials, after making a moral 

decision to stop selling coffee cup 

lids made from environmentally-

harmful polystyrene and PET, 

or Plastic 1. Managing director 

Tony Small said his firm took an 

estimated $100,000 hit in the 

process.

“The idea was, that if we were going 

to be preaching about it, we didn’t 

really want to be selling polystyrene 

lids at the same time,” he said. “It 

was a big hit and we definitely lost 

a lot of business — and it means 

it is tougher in some tenders for 

us. “But in the long-run, it’s been 

positive and I think we’ve actually 

gained a lot more business from it.” 

Small said the company’s lids took 

only around 12 weeks to compost.

WASTEMINZ PRESENTATION: 

TACKLING COFFEE 
CUPS: INNOVATION, 
IDENTIFICATION AND 
INVESTMENT
Lyn Mayes and Kim Renshaw 

presented how the research 

conducted by Beyond the Bin is 

being utilised by Packaging Forum 

members to innovate products 

and solutions for the New Zealand 

market. 

The presentation is available on our 

website bit.ly/WMpresentation

This presentation was part of a 

session looking at compostable 

packaging:

Christchurch City Council have 

introduced compostable food 

packaging at their events selecting 

Ecoware, Innocent Packaging, 

Detpak and Biopak as their 

preferred suppliers of cardboard, 

wheat straw and bagasse products.  

PLA is not used at their events as 

bioplastics are not accepted by 

Living Earth.  

Daniel O’Carroll, Manager, 

Christchurch Living Earth 

reiterated the importance of clean 

feedstock to ensure the quality of 

their compost product. The Living 

Earth facility is certified organic 

by Assure Quality and all plastics 

including bio-based are not an 

approved input. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
AROUND THE WORLD UK 

TAX ON COFFEE CUPS?

Budget statement announces 

plan to consider a tax on coffee 

cups. Coffee shops are not doing 

enough to deal with the billions 

of disposable cups that are 

thrown away in the UK each year, 

an influential committee of MPs 

has been told. The environment 

audit committee heard that the 

phenomenal growth of on-the-go 

coffee meant that 2.5bn disposable 

cups are thrown away annually in 

the UK, a number expected to rise 

to about 3bn by 2025. Only 1% are 

recycled.

Although the majority believe 

that any disposable cups put into 

a recycling bin will be broken 

down and the material reused, 

the committee heard that is not 

the case. The plastic lining in cups 

means they cannot be recycled in 

normal depots and have to be put 

in special bins and sent to one of 

three dedicated recycling mills.
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IN EUROPE 
Only a third of UK 
consumers’ plastic 
packaging is recycled

New research compiled by Co-op 

from the Recoup UK Household 

Plastics Collection survey shows 

that consumers were most diligent 

with recycling plastic bottles, with 

people recycling 7.5b out of 13b 

(57%) plastic bottles used by UK 

households each year. However, only 

about 30% of all plastic pots, tubs 

and trays were recycled. The worst 

offender was plastic film products, 

which include carrier bags, pasta 

and rice bags, and the film on ready 

meals, only about 3% of which were 

believed to be recycled in 2015. This 

is largely due to the fact that just 80 

local authorities around the country 

(20%) provide a recycling service for 

the collection of these materials.

bit.ly/OnlyThirdRecycled

European Commission 
wants all plastic 
packaging to be 
recyclable by 2030

In 2015, packaging represented 

almost 40% of the more than 20 

million tonnes of plastics in the EU. 

Less than 26% of all plastics are 

currently recycled. The question is: 

what to do about it? Is conventional 

recycling a good solution?

bit.ly/EuropePlasticSystem

UK considers tax on 
takeaway boxes

The UK government has announced 

in its budget that it will seek views 

on reducing single-use plastics 

waste through the tax system and 

charges saying that disposable 

plastics like coffee cups, toothpaste 

tubes and polystyrene takeaway 

boxes damage the environment.

around the world

DESIGN 
INNOVATION
FULLY RECYCLABLE COFFEE CUPS 
— FRUGALPAC UK

Frugal Cups are made from 

recycled cardboard that can 

be processed by any UK paper 

recycling facility, and they can keep 

being recycled again and again. 

Simply put it in any paper recycling 

bin.

“We decided it was 
the cup that was 
the problem not the 
recycling system,” 

said Company Founder Martin 

Myerscough. “So we have designed 

our cup so it can go in any bin and 

be recycled in any mill.”

He said the company was just 

completing its first high-speed 

machine that would make fully 

recyclable cups at the same speed 

and for the same price as the 

existing ones.

GOLD!

Our very own Lyn Mayes won 

gold at the recent World Masters 

Cup and Oceania Masters 

Championships  held in Australia in 

October. Adding to her silver from 

the World Masters Games held in 

Auckland earlier in 2017. Fantastic 

effort Lyn! 


